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MINUTES OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
CITY OF SOUTH ST. PAUL 

DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 
 

Regular Meeting 
September 26, 2016 
City of South St. Paul, Training Room 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Chair Beth Baumann called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present: Chair Baumann and Commissioners Flatley, Podgorski, Seaberg, 

Rothecker.  Commissioners Niederkorn and Hansen arrived at 
6:33 PM 

Staff Present: City Administrator Stephen King, EDA Executive Director Ryan 
Garcia, City Planner Peter Hellegers, Legal Counsel Bridget 
Nason and Edie Kleinboehl 

Others Present: Jennifer Gale, Progress Plus 
 

3. AGENDA 
 
Motion/Second:   Commissioner Seaberg moved and Commissioner Flatley 
seconded approval of the agenda as amended. 
 
Motion carried  5 ayes/0 nays 
 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion/Second: Commissioner Seaberg moved and Commissioner Flatley 
seconded approval of the consent agenda. 
 
A. EDA Minutes of September 12, 2016 

 
Motion carried  5 ayes/0 nays 
 

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
There were none. 

 
6. GENERAL BUSINESS 
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A. Progress Plus Report 
 
Jennifer Gale distributed and discussed the September/October 2016 Progress Plus report 
on economic development activities.  
 
B. 820 Southview Blvd. (former Zenk Building) 

 
Mr. Garcia reported the City is obligated to pay for tenant relocation expenses; however, 
further clarification is needed from the consultant regarding those costs.  City staff has 
identified and is working with a potential buyer with a customer oriented service use.  
Discussion ensued regarding the core infrastructure issues (HVAC, boiler, asbestos/mold 
assessment).  The EDA opined that the building issues should be remedied prior to a sale 
to an end user.  Mr. Garcia stated if it is the EDA’s desire to partner with the potential 
buyer funding from the DEED Special Appropriations grant can be utilized for building 
renovation. 
 
After discussion it was the consensus the City will retain ownership and address deferred 
maintenance of building infrastructure and systems by going out for bid to produce a 
marketable building shell.  The buyer will be responsible for the build-out; however, the 
City will assist in applying for grants or business assistance programs to facilitate a 
successful project build out. 
 
C. Approve Amendment No. 5 to Purchase Agreement with Interstate Partners (425 S. 

Concord Street) 
 
Motion/Second: Commissioner Hansen moved and Commissioner Flatley seconded 
the motion to approve Amendment No. 5 to the Purchase Agreement with Interstate 
Partners extending the due diligence period until December 30, 2016 and the closing date 
to no later than February 28, 2017. 

 
Motion carried  7 ayes/0 nays 

 
D. South St. Paul Economic Development Strategy 

 
Mr. Garcia reported South St. Paul has no formal Economic Development Strategy in 
place.  Therefore, a strategy was developed to identify, implement and monitor the 
success of policies and actions to further economic development objectives.  The 
document was initially discussed with the EDAB at the September 20, 2016 meeting.  It 
was noted the EDAB is receptive to working with the EDA and Progress Plus to 
formalize a strategy.   
 
It was the consensus a strategy is needed and the bodies meet in a separate session to 
collaborate on producing a formal strategy for economic development. 
 
E. Executive Director’s Report 
 
No report was provided. 
 
F. Neighbor’s, Inc. Request to use Concord Exchange Parking Lot for a fundraising 

event on October 18, 2016 
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Motion/Second: Commissioner Seaberg moved and Commissioner Hansen 
seconded the motion to approve Neighbor’s, Inc. use of the Concord Exchange parking 
lot for a fundraising event on October 18, 2016. 
 
Motion carried  7 ayes/0 nays 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion/Second: Commissioner Seaberg moved and Commissioner Hansen 
seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:03 p.m. 

 
 
Approved:  ______________________ 
 
________________________________ 
Edie Kleinboehl, Secretary 

 
 
 


