
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Reads for 

1st and 2nd Graders 
 

TIP: Look for most of these books on the picture book 
shelves in the Little Room. Books are grouped by the first 
letter of the author’s last name, and placed on the shelves 

by size. (Shorter books on top, taller books on the bottom) 
 

Oh No! or How My Science Project Destroyed the World 
by Mac Barnett  
(Picture Bk BARNE) 
 
Moonshot: the Flight of Apollo 11 by Brian Floca  
(Book/Disc FLOCA) 
 
Traction Man Meets Turbodog by Mini Grey  
(Picture Bk GREY) 
 
How Rocket Learned to Read by Tad Hills  
(Picture Bk HILLS) 
 
You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You: Very Short Stories to 
Read Together by Mary Ann Hoberman  
(Picture Bk HOBER) 
 
Trainstop by Barbara Lehman  
(Picture Bk LEHMA) 
 
Pete the Cat: I Love My White Shoes 
(Picture Bk LITWI) 
 
The Lion & the Mouse by Jerry Pinkney  
(Picture Bk PINKN, Book/Disc PINKN) 
 
Duck! Rabbit! by Amy Krause Rosenthal  
(Picture Bk ROSEN) 
 
Interrupting Chicken by David Ezra Stein  
(Picture Bk STEIN) 
 
Chalk by Bill Thomson  
(Picture Bk THOMS) 
 
 
TIP: Look for these books in the beginning reader section. 
Books are arranged by the first letter of the author’s last 

name. Some books are labeled with a 1, 2, or 3 sticker, 
indicating reading level. 1 is the easiest, 3 is the hardest. 

 
Buzz Boy and Fly Guy by Tedd Arnold  
(Reader ARNOL) 
 
Biscuit and the Lost Teddy Bear by Alyssa Satin Capucilli 
(Reader CAPUC) 
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Cork and Fuzz: Good Sports by Dori Chaconas  
(Reader CHACO) 
 
Chicken Said, “Cluck!” by Judyann Ackerman Grant 
(Reader GRANT) 
 
Danny and the Dinosaur by Syd Hoff 
(Reader HOFF, Book/Disc HOFF) 
 
Ling & Ting: Not Exactly the Same! by Grace Lin  
(Reader LIN) 
 
Mr. Putter and Tabby Catch the Cold by Cynthia Rylant 
(Reader RYLAN) 
 
Dizzy Izzy by Jon Scieszka  
(Reader SCIES) 
 
Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa by Erica Silverman  
(Reader SILVE) 
 
We are in a Book! by Mo Willems  
(Reader WILLE) 

 
TIP: Look for these books in the children’s nonfiction sec-

tion. Books are arranged by number, then author. 
 
Dinsaurs! by Gail Gibbons  
(567.9 GIBBO) 
 
Big Belching Bog by Phyllis Root  
(577.68 ROOT) 
 
Never Smile at a Monkey by Steve Jenkins  
(591.65 JENKI) 
 
Surprising Sharks by Nicola Davies  
(597.3 DAVIE) 
 
George Washington’s Teeth by Deborah Chandra  
(921 WASHI) 
 
TIP: Look for these books in the children’s fiction and se-

ries fiction sections. 
 
26 Fairmount Avenue by Tomie DePaola  
(DEPAO) 
 
Bink and Gollie by Kate DiCamillo  
(DICAM) 
 
Lenny and Mel’s Summer Vacation by Erik P. Kraft 
(KRAFT) 
 
Pitcher Pressure by Jake Maddox  
(MADDO) 
 
Cloud Tea Monkeys by Mal Peet  
(PEET) 
 
Ivy + Bean by Annie Barrows  
(Series IVY) 
 
The Case of the Kidnapped Candy by James Preller 
(Series JIGSA) 
 
Junie B., First Grader (at Last!) by Barbara Park  
(Series JUNIE) 
 
Eve of the Emperor Penguin: Merlin Mission  
by Mary Pope Osborne  
(Series MAGIC) 
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