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FFAA Meeting – Tuesday, July 7, 6:30pm Potluck Dinner, 7:00pm Business Meeting
Program: TBD
FFAA Elected Officers
President
Mike Bergeson
651-336-6914
msbergeso@hotmail.com
Vice-President
Ami Sela
612-860-3734
selaami@comcast.net
Secretary
Amy Gesch
amylgesch@gmail.com
Treasurer/Membership
Robyn Shear
robyn.shear@gmail.com
952-431-1765
Contact Robyn for FFAA membership
application or renewal
Appointed Positions
Activities
Greg Bauer
Newsletter Editor
Amy Gesch
amylgesch@gmail.com
Airport Manager
Glenn Burke
651-554-3350
2015 Calendar
1st Tuesday each month – FFAA
3rd Tuesday each month – EAA 1229
July 20-26 – EAA Airventure Oshkosh

President’s Pen
Guest Writer Kirk Lindberg
Half Full or Half Empty?
I got a call from Mike, the Prez, asking if I could write this
month’s column while he attends to family needs in South
Dakota this week. “Sure,” I said, but now what to write about?
I haven’t been doing nearly as much flying as I would like since
last fall. For the first time in years my instrument currency
had lapsed beyond the six-month self re-certification process. So I asked Jim Hancock
to fly with me and give me an instrument competency check ride. I passed, but wasn’t
particularly proud of how I flew, although the first approach was clearly the worst and
they did get better.
Now it’s time to get out and fly. I signed up for an Angel Flight this coming Monday, the
third leg of a three leg flight for this passenger who is heading to Mayo. That has to be
a long day for someone going through cancer treatment. We also took the Bonanza to
St.Cloud last Sunday for pancakes. What was in the past a full flight line, now just had
maybe a half-dozen airplanes on the ramp, two of which were from Fleming.
I’m normally a half-full kind of person, trying to look at the positive, but seeing that few
planes at a pancake breakfast on a beautiful Sunday morning was kind of depressing.
While there were quite a few planes at Stanton the week before, perhaps this is more
the new norm. The restaurant at Eau Claire is closed, and more and more small airports
are closing as traffic dwindles and cities are dealing with tight budgets.
So the question for you is are you going to see the aviation glass as half full or half
empty? Are you going to fly as much as you can while you can, share the joy with
others, revel in the freedom we have and enjoy the comradery of fellow aviators, or
are you going to bemoan the apparent decline of general aviation? Personally, I will
take the first approach and enjoy the privilege I have that the vast majority of the
population will never know or understand. Or I suppose I could take the engineer’s
approach and just say the glass is twice as big as it needs to be....
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FFAA Meeting Minutes — June 2, 2015 Meeting
1. Meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm by Secretary Amy
Gesch.
2. Minutes for the previous meeting approved as published in
the Fleming Flyer.
3. Treasurers Report by Robyn Shear:
a. Beginning Balance: $$3215.95
Interest: $.03
Fees: $0.03
Deposits: $264.00 (dues & advertising income)
b. Ending Balance: $3479.95
4. Old Business - None
5. New Business - More plates are needed. VE Day flyover
pictures will be included in the next issue of the Fleming
Field Flyer.
6. Airport Report - Joe Carney
a. Pavement: Most of the ramp is done, and airport staff are
hoping that taxilanes may be completed Wednesday.
However, this may be pushed to next week, pending
weather.
b. Slurry Coat: Slurry coat will be applied to the south end of
the ramp. Thursday is the target but weather may be a
factor. If the slurry coat is not completed Thursday, the
vendor will try again in 1.5 weeks.
c. PAPI: The flight check will be completed tomorrow,
weather pending.
d. Obstructions: Lights on hangars will be installed next week
by Molnar Electric. Egan Electric will be starting the fence
lighting in about two weeks (later start due to trenching).
e. CAF Hangar Dance: Saturday. Please park aircraft on grass.
f. Relay for Life: The relay will be back in August. The track
will be marked with chalk this year (temporary). Check the
Fleming Field website for event listings as well as current fuel
prices.
g. Fire Inspections: Inspections are ongoing. The south side/
commercial tenants must be completed by the fire
department. The airport will handle the north side tenants.
The fire marshall has been looking for “no smoking” signs.
For disposal of fire extinguishers, you can give your
extinguisher to St. Croix or you can discharge it and send it in
for scrap.
h. Hiring: Dylan is the new summer hire who will be mowing
grass. The previous building attendant quit, so there is no
one here on Sundays. Joe is at the airport Tuesday-Saturday
from 8:00-4:30, and Catie is at the airport Monday-Friday
from 10:30-7:00.
i. Airport Manager: 50 candidates have been whittled down
to 25, and 5 of those will interview with a panel next
Monday, June 8th. A second interview is likely.
j. Northgate: Intermittent issues have been report entering
the airport with a gate card, but leaving works normally.
Remotes still work normally.
7. Meeting adjourned at 7:17 pm.
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Airport Manager’s Corner — July 2015
Hangar Inspections
Airport Staff and the South Metro Fire Marshal have been
moving right along with this year’s inspections. We would
like to thank everyone who completed their inspection. If you
have yet to schedule an inspection, or need to schedule a reinspection, please contact the office (651-554-3350) to do so.
One thing discovered were many of the insurance companies
have failed to send the Airport a copy of insurance for Airport
Records. This piece of information is required in all land leases,
and is needed to complete inspections. Shortly, staff will be
sending out an email to those who need insurance certificate
updates.
Obstruction Lighting
The lights for all hangars and light poles have been installed and
are working. The next step will be to have EGAN Electric come
out and install the lights on top of the fence posts.
Also, our PAPI lights have been certified by the FAA and are
available for use.
Construction
The ramp reconstruction is 90% completed. Farhner Asphalt
is scheduled to seal the cracks and slurry coat the south ramp
apron beginning of July. Please plan accordingly as the seal
cures for there will be no access to the apron for 24 hours.
There is grass parking for the interim. Steininger will return
to emplace the new tiedowns in the ramp after the seal coat.
Once these steps are completed the taxi lines and T-Spots will
be painted.
Gate Cards Access:
As many have experienced, the North and Main Terminal Gate
Card Readers are experiencing technical difficulties. Airport
Staff are working with Bloomington Security to develop a
solution. In the meantime the gates will be open longer during
the week. To gain access to the field after hours you may use
Southgate. We apologize for the inconvenience.
Maintenance Worker
The City conducted interviews for the 24 hour part-time
Maintenance Worker during the last week in June. The Airport
is pleased to have Steve Sommers staying with the Airport.
Steve has been with the Airport for 8 years as the 14 hour
Maintenance Worker. The increase hours will allow Steve to
address more tasks, and be available during the snow plowing
months.
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Fleming Fly Market
FOR SALE

WANTED – good ads from members…

40x40 hangars for rent/sale, 60x60 hangar for sale, 20
year terms. 612-709-9646

Ads are FREE to Members! $1.00 per item for nonmembers. Ads will run for one calendar year (January
through December) and will then be removed. This is
because most people who place ads never contact us to
remove them even if the item has sold. You may place
the same ad again if you wish. Email
amylgesch@gmail.com to place an ad.
Advertising Rates
1/4 page: $5/month
1/3 page: $7/month

JOIN THE FFAA TODAY!

Stay informed on airport issues and ensure your
concerns are heard.
Contact Mike Bergeson
msbergeso@hotmail.com
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1/2 page: $10/month
3/4 page: $15/month
full page: $20/month

Photos From the Arsenal of Democracy Flyover
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