FLEMING FIELD AVIATION ASSOCIATION (FFAA) NEWSLETTER

SEPTEMBER 2015

FLEMING FLYER

FFAA Meeting – Tuesday, September 1, 6:30pm Potluck Dinner, 7:00pm Business Meeting
Program: TBD
FFAA Elected Oﬃcers
President
Mike Bergeson
651-336-6914
msbergeso@hotmail.com
Vice-President
Ami Sela
612-860-3734
selaami@comcast.net
Secretary
Amy Gesch
amylgesch@gmail.com
Treasurer/Membership
Robyn Shear
robyn.shear@gmail.com
952-431-1765
Contact Robyn for FFAA membership
application or renewal
Appointed Positions
Activities
Greg Bauer
Newsletter Editor
Amy Gesch
amylgesch@gmail.com
Airport Manager
Philip Tiedeman (beginning August 19)
651-554-3350
2015 Calendar
1st Tuesday each month – FFAA
3rd Tuesday each month – EAA 1229
October 3 – Airport Tenants’ Cookout

President’s Pen
by Mike Bergeson

Change

Change happens. As much as we would like things to stay
the same, they don’t. Telephones are a good example. When
most of us were young, we had telephones with rotary dials. If
someone had a touch tone phone, we thought they were rich.
Now nobody has a rotary dial phone, and most of our house
phones have been replaced by cell phones. Was this a good
change? Everyone has their own opinion on this. Some changes are for the good, some
are not. But one thing for sure, change will happen.
A good example of this is the ADS-B mandate. Some people perceive ADS-B as a
positive; others see it as a bad thing. Our perception of this change, either good or bad,
is based on how much of an improvement in safety we perceive versus the monetary
cost, not to mention where and what type of ﬂying we do. Another thing that
inﬂuences our perception of a change like the ADS-B mandate is whether the change is
our choice or forced on us.
Changes in aviation have been fast. It was only 44 years after the Wright Brothers ﬁrst
ﬂight at Kitty Hawk before Chuck Yeager broke the sound barrier. Orville was still alive!
The pilot who ﬂew the ﬁrst 12 second ﬂight for 120 feet had seen his monumental feat
dwarfed by another feat of a greater magnitude. And that is the way change goes. It
starts small and accelerates to faster and higher levels.
We now have a new change happening at Fleming Field. We are entering a new era, so
to speak. It is a change that we have no direct control of. We now have a new airport
manager, Philip Tiedeman. The one thing we can be sure of is that Philip won’t be just
like Glen. He will do things diﬀerent. Some things we will like, and some things we
might not like. However, we have an incredible opportunity before us to make Fleming
cont....
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Minutes cont.

President’s Pen cont.
Field better. We need to take advantage of this change. We can
let Philip know what he is doing that we like. We can also talk to
him about alternative solutions to things we don’t like. We can let
him know what has been good in the past and not so good. Please
stop in and introduce yourself to Philip and welcome him to our
airport.

FFAA Meeting Minutes — August 4, 2015 Meeting
1. Meeting was called to order at 6:59 pm by President
Mike Bergeson.
2. Minutes for the previous meeting approved as published in
the Fleming Flyer.
3. Treasurers Report by Robyn Shear:
a. Beginning Balance: $3479.98
Interest: $.03
b. Ending Balance: $3480.01
4. Old Business - None
5. New Business
a. Greg mentioned that the 1st Saturday in
October (October 3rd) is the tenants’ get-together. Up to
$300 in expenses for food was approved.
b. Mike noted that Tea, South Dakota (Y14) is a great place
to stop if you are traveling that direction. The FBO is nice
and the ﬂight school is active.
c. New member: Tyler from Fargo, North Dakota recently
moved here with his M20C for grad school. Please
welcome Tyler to SGS.
6. Airport Report - Catie
a. Tractor/Mower: A grant has been submitted to the city
council for a tractor with mower and broom and has been
approved. The grant is now at MnDOT. The tractor will take
approximatley 90 days from order to arrive. Airport staﬀ
expect the tractor in mid-November in time for snow season.
b. Pavement: Ramp is 99% complete. A walkthrough was
completed with Steininger and Bolton & Menk. Pavement
shoulders will be regraded, signs installed on Northgate Rd,
and some grass will be re-seeded.
c. Obstructions: Egan Electric was onsite August 3 to
complete the fence lights (2 on the north side, 3 on the
south) to complete the airport’s Part 77 compliance.
d. Relay for Life: Relay for Life will take place on the ramp
starting at 6 pm on Friday and going until 6 am on Saturday.
A NOTAM will be published for the closure of the ramp; the

fuel pumps will still be accessible. Relay for Life is looking
for golf carts to use for the survivors’ lap.
e. Gates: A grant for the gate system was submitted to the
city council and approved with the tractor grant. The gate
grant is also at MnDOT for approval.
f. Hiring: Philip Tiedeman has been hired as the new
airport manager. Philip comes from the airport in
Brookings, South Dakota, and is in his late 20s. Philip
started on August 19th. Catie may or may not be on hand
for the transition.
g. Beacon: Molnar Electric has yet to install the new
beacon. The new beacon is in airport possession.
h. Fence/C340: The fence will be repaired; the airport has
to ﬁle a claim with the pilot’s insurance.
i. AAC: The airport advisory commission meeting has been
postponed one month to September.
7. Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm.
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Airport Manager’s Corner — September 2015
Airport Manager
Philip Tiedeman started as the new Airport Manager on
the 19th of August. His ﬁrst few weeks will be used for
introductions and for orientation to Fleming Field and to the
City Government & Oﬃces. Please feel free to stop by the oﬃce
to introduce yourself to him.
Relay for Life
The American Cancer Society hosted their annual Relay for
Life event at Fleming Field on August 7th and 8th. This was
the second time the event has been hosted at the airport.
The turnout for the event was excellent. The airport staﬀ put
forth an excellent eﬀort. The culmination of the eﬀort was
the positive feedback from the attending public. Although the
ramp was closed for approximately 18 hours, the airport still
functioned well.
Insurance Request
Airport staﬀ will begin notifying hangar owners in regards to
hangar insurance. It is required by the City of South St. Paul
that all hangar owners have the following on the insurance:
•$1,000,000 General Liability Insurance
•The City of South Saint Paul must be named as
additional insured
•The address of the covered property (i.e. the hangar
on the airport)
•Expiration Date of Insurance
Please contact your insurance company to ensure the airport
oﬃce has the certiﬁcates on ﬁle.
Construction
The ramp reconstruction has been completed. There are some a
few punch list items that need to be completed. The project will
be considered ﬁnished upon completion of this list.
Obstruction Lighting
All lighting requirements noted by the FAA have been
completed. Molnar Electric handled all the lights mandated for
hangars; EGAN Electric completed the lights mandated for the
fence line requirements.
Tractor Replacement & Gate Cards Access Grant Application
Process
The two grant applications have been approved and signed by
MnDOT. We anticipate that the gate access upgrades will be
concluded by the end of September. The tractor should be
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Airport Manager’s Corner cont.
arriving sometime in October, just in time for fall and winter usage.
Beacon Replacement
The airport is working with Molnar Electric to install the beacon. The beacon has already been ordered and delivered. The
replacement installation should take no more than one day to be done.
Airport Advisory Commission
The Airport Advisory Commission will be meeting on September 9th at 6 PM. All are welcome.

WANTED – good ads from members…

Fleming Fly Market
FOR SALE
40x40 hangars for rent/sale, 60x60 hangar for sale, 20
year terms. 612-709-9646

JOIN THE FFAA TODAY!

Stay informed on airport issues and ensure your concerns are heard.
Contact Mike Bergeson
msbergeso@hotmail.com

Ads are FREE to Members! $1.00 per item for nonmembers. Ads will run for one calendar year (January
through December) and will then be removed. This is
because most people who place ads never contact us to
remove them even if the item has sold. You may place
the same ad again if you wish. Email
amylgesch@gmail.com to place an ad.
Advertising Rates
1/4 page: $5/month
1/3 page: $7/month
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1/2 page: $10/month
3/4 page: $15/month
full page: $20/month

Pictures from Relay for Life
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