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FFAA Meeting – Tuesday, October 2, 6:30pm Potluck Dinner, 7:00pm Business Meeting
Program: Paul Jackson, Host of the Flightline
FFAA Elected Officers
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Contact Robyn for FFAA membership
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Greg Bauer
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Amy Gesch
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Airport Manager
Andrew Wall
651-554-3350
2018 Calendar
1st Tuesday each month – FFAA
3rd Tuesday each month – EAA 1229

President’s Pen
by Jay Ericson

N1390U

The summer of 1979 I was working at Fleming
Aviation, the building was located where Wipaire, Inc.
now sits.
Fleming Aviation was a “Cessna Pilot Center”(CPC), factory supported aircraft sales
and flight training syllabus, a small FBO, fuel sales, aircraft rental, flight training,
and a Part 135 charter service.
For me personally I had the opportunity to spend a week at Cessna in Wichita
learning how to promote the CPC flight training program. I traveled to Wichita, KS,
and Madison, WI to fly new Cessna’s back to KSGS for sale.
Working for Fleming Aviation as office manager. I sold flight training, rented
airplanes, fueled airplanes, washed airplanes, vacuumed floors, answered phones,
you get the idea.
That summer was busy, we had 4 152”, 3 172’s, a Cherokee 6, 2 Mooney 201’s, and
an Aztec on line for rental and charter. The ramp would be empty from 8 AM to 9
PM, all airplanes rented unless in for 100-hour maintenance. There was a 6-week
period when I averaged 68.5 hours per week on my pay stubs, it felt as if I lived at
the airport.
N1390U was a 1976 Cessna 172, basic avionics, cloth and vinyl interior, white with
blue stripes, a nice airplane.
One morning I’m standing at the rental desk in the office when a man walks in and
inquired about renting N1390U, he wants to take it for the weekend going fishing in
Thunder Bay, Ontario.
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President’s Pen, Contd.
I asked if he had ever rented from us before because we needed
to have a rental agreement filled out and on file for insurance
purposes. When he told me his name Sharon our bookkeeper
in the office behind me looked up and said “don’t you know
who he is, he used to own that airplane”. I didn’t know him,
and after a bit of conversation we determined that filing out a
form and having the fellow ride around the pattern with a flight
instructor would be a formality.
The form filled out, the man and flight instructor head out to
the airplane. They didn’t return for over an hour, and then
there was conversation about coming back for another hour
of instruction before rental would be allowed. The man, an
airline pilot had not flown a small airplane in quite a while and
reportedly had great trouble landing the 172. Another hour
of landing practice and the instructor was satisfied, rental
agreement signed off, the airplane was rented for the weekend
trip.
Hanging out in the office a couple of days later waiting for
rental returns; the phone rings, I answer it (my job). The voice
on the phone says “this is John Perkins with the Minneapolis
FSDO FAA, are you aware that N1390U has been involved in an
aircraft accident with fatalities?”. I told our manger to pick the
phone, then listened.
Attempting to return home the airplane had run into weather,
gone out over Lake Superior and circled down to below clouds
then tried to get into the Grand Marais Cook County airport.
The Cook County airport elevation is 1803’, Lake Superior
surface elevation is 600’. The airplane ran into the hillside short
of the airport, 2 fatalities, 1 seriously injured, aircraft destroyed.

4. Old Business: Work has started on the south end. From
the manager’s meeting discussion on runway replacement
- they will widen the taxiway (rwy side) and we can use
that while the runway is getting replaced. They will cut the
taxiway at the end (old stuff). Swift (sp?) fuel is selling
well and from what they can tell 100LL is not taking a hit
at all.
5. Activities: CAF dance is this Saturday, and Sunday is the car
show. Pancake breakfast is on September 16th.
6. New Business: December is the month for officer elections.
Mike Bergeson wants to know if he should schedule a
program in December. Joel Ludwigson wants the
newsletter sent out on Monday versus Tuesday now so
people can have it before the Tuesday meeting. Amy will
need to coordinate that process with Andrew in the future.
7. Airport Manager: None
8. The meeting was adjourned at 7:18 pm.
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navion.aero
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FFAA Meeting Minutes — September 4th, 2018 Meeting
1. The meeting was called to order by president Jay Ericson
at 7:03 pm.
2. The August minutes were approved as read by vice
president Mike Bergeson.
3. Treasure’s Report:
a. Beginning Balance: $3,770.84
b. Interest: $0.16
c. Deductions (American Cancer Society): $500.00
d. Deposits (advertising and dues): $100.00
e. Ending Balance: $3,371.00

Fleming Field 1690 Aeronca Lane South St Paul, MN (KSGS)
Phone 651-306-1456 e-mail info@navion.com

JOIN THE FFAA TODAY!

Stay informed on airport issues and ensure your
concerns are heard.
Contact Jay Ericson
jayericson75@gmail.com
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Airport Manager’s Corner — October 2018
The Southgate Drainage project is coming to an end. Work is
completed on the ends of the hanger rows. Work continues
along Southgate Road and should be finished by the end of
next week (10/5). There was a design change because of a
natural gas line that was not marked on the original plans. As
a result, a second ditch and drywells are being installed closer
to the trees. This will help with snow runoff in the winter.
Staff will pile snow in those catch basins to keep most of the
snow away from the road. There is also a second ditch along
with several drywells being installed next to the road. This will
help with rain water runoff and snow melt in the winter.
Swift Fuel 94UL continues to sell well above the 91UL. As of
9/27/18 we sold as much 94UL in 73 days as we did of the
91UL in 193 days. Basically the Swift Fuel is selling 3 times
as much as the 91UL and we couldn’t be more happy! I do
understand and expect that there might be a slight downtick
in sales once the weather gets colder but so far sales have
been great and I am optimistic that they will continue to
improve throughout this first year of sales.
Many of you may have noticed that there has been some
recent activity on the west side of the airport. We are excited
to have 4 hangers going up this fall. Three leases have been
signed in the past couple months for lots on the west side
and one lease changed hands which has started the building
process. With this renewed interest in that area it is our hope
that we will get more lots reserved over the winter with more
hangers going up next year. Hanger space/demand is high
here at Fleming Field so the activity is a good sign that the
economy is doing well and our airport continues to thrive.
With that said, I will segue into the next big project on the
horizon. Many of you may have heard about plans to replace
Runway 16/34 and the parallel taxiway. Airport Staff recently
met with our engineering firm SEH to begin the planning
process and discuss public input. We are in the preliminary
stages of developing a Public Input Plan (PIP). This plan will
include attending various committee meetings such as the
Airport Advisory Commission, the FFAA, and the EAA. We
also plan on meeting with the businesses here to discuss
their activity in the upcoming years and their temporary
runway needs. This purpose of this planning is to help us
determine the best way to replace the runway with the least
amount of impact to our airport users. There will be multiple
opportunities to attend meetings and throughout this process
we encourage you all to attend and bring your ideas and input.
More information on meeting dates will be advertised in the
coming months.
Advertising Rates
1/2 page: $10/month
1/4 page: $5/month
3/4 page: $15/month
1/3 page: $7/month
full page: $20/month
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Fleming Fly Market
WANTED – good ads from members…
Ads are FREE to Members! $1.00 per item for nonmembers. Ads will run for one calendar year (January
through December) and will then be removed. This is
because most people who place ads never contact us
to remove them even if the item has sold. You may
place the same ad again if you wish. Email
amylgesch@gmail.com to place an ad.

NEXT AIRPORT ADVISORY
COMMISSION MEETING

Tuesday, November 6th, 6:00 pm - Terminal Conference Room
All are welcome!

FOR SALE
40x40 hangars for rent/sale, 60x60 hangar for sale, 20
year terms. 612-709-9646
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