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WIND
SOCK
SCIENCE
These activities are
meant to be fun,
encourage you to try
something, and inspire a
little learning at the
same time. Kids who are
5 to 9 years old will
probably enjoy this the
most, but it can be fun
for any age!

WHAT'S A WIND SOCK?

According to NASA, "A wind sock is a type of kite used to detect
wind direction. It is a tapered tube of cloth that is held open at one
end by a stiff ring. Wind is directed down the tube, causing the
narrow end to point in the same direction the wind is blowing.
Brightly colored wind socks are used at airports to help pilots
determine the wind direction along the ground. Meteorologists use
wind direction to help predict the weather."

https://www.nasa.gov/pdf/205715main_Wind_in_Your_Socks.pdf

INSTRUCTIONS:
MATERIALS
NEEDED:

Paper
Tissue paper, party
streamers, plastic bag,
etc.
Glue
Tape
Scissors
String
Paper clip

1. Fold a piece of 8 1/2 X 11 inch paper in thirds, lengthwise. Form a
loop and tape.
2. Cut long strips of tissue paper, party streamers, plastic bag, etc.
3. Tape or glue strips to one end of the paper loop and let dry.
4. Make three holes spaced equally around the paper loop.
5. Cut three, 12-inch pieces of string. Tie one end of each string to
each of the three holes you made.
6. Tie each of the three strings to the paper clip. Add another 12inch long string to the paper clip.
7. Find a place to tie your wind sock outside and observe the wind!

WANT
MORE?
Use a compass to determine the wind direction.
Consider how the weather is related to wind strength and direction.
Make another wind sock of a different size. Does it affect how the
wind sock performs?

