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COFFEE
FILTER
BUTTERFLIES
These activities are
meant to be fun,
encourage you to try
something, and inspire a
little learning at the
same time. Kids who are
5 to 9 years old will
probably enjoy this the
most, but it can be fun
for any age!

MATERIALS
NEEDED:

Coffee filters
Washable markers
Water
Eye dropper or small
measuring spoon
Pipe cleaners (chenille
stems)
Cookie sheet

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Stack two coffee filters and flatten them out on a cookie sheet.
2. Create a colorful design on the coffee filters (the marker will
bleed from the top filter to the bottom one-- that's okay!)
a. Tips for coloring:
i. The less white space you leave, the brighter your butterflies
will be
ii. Leave about 1/4" between colors, or you'll end up with a
mostly one- or two-colored butterfly
3. Take an eye dropper or small measuring spoon and drip water
onto the marker until the coffee filter is completely wet. Once the
coffee filter is completely wet, stop adding water. Set aside to
dry.
4. Once they are dry, separate the two filters and fold each one
back and forth, accordion style, in about 1/2 ″ folds. Put the two
folded strips on top of each other.
5. Twist a pipe cleaner around the middle so that the two ends point
upwards in a big letter “V”. Trim the ends to make them even if
you need to.
6. Next, pinch the end of each pipe cleaner and curl it outwards to
make a small spiral.
7. Finally, pull apart the folds in the coffee filter to open them up
and shape your butterfly.

WANT
MORE?
Consider what other kinds of projects you could make using coffee
filters and pipe cleaners. Could you make a dancer or fairy? What
about a person with a parachute, a flower, or an umbrella?

