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City Park System
Top Five Scenic Parks in South St. Paul
Fall is a great time to get out and enjoy the change
of seasons, nature, and fall colors while exploring the
beautiful parks of South St. Paul.

Did you know South St. Paul
has 15 public parks covering
more than 240 acres?
Our city park and trail system offers unexpected scenic
views and experiences as a first-ring suburb of the Twin
Cities.
Let’s explore the top 5 parks that are known for their
scenic location:

Grandview Park

The name says it all as this park is located on a bluff
overlooking the Mississippi River. Experience the
sweeping elevated views of the Mississippi National
River and Recreation Area from the overlook or walk
the trail and explore the open space - located at 350
Grand Avenue West.

Grandview Park (350 Grand AvenueWest)

Wildflower Levee Park

This stopping point on the Mississippi River Greenway
trail is located directly on the banks of the river and
boasts an out-of-the-way experience being our only park
that is not accessible by vehicle. This park also has the
distinction of being the permanent home to the 2008
Minnesota DNR’s Adopt-a-River sculpture featured at
the Minnesota State Fair. Located along the Mississippi
River north of the Wakota Bridge and south of the
Spiral Bridge at Grand Avenue.
Continued on Page 6
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Local Government News

Express Services at the Library

Welcome back to the library! As of August 17th, the South St. Paul Public Library
is open for “express services.” Visitors may pick up holds, browse our collections
and check out items on the self-check, or use our computer or copier. In order to
accommodate as many people onsite as possible, we are asking visitors to limit their
stay to 15 minutes or less. However, those who need a computer may use it for up
to an hour a day. Our open hours are Monday-Friday, 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. Social
distancing is practiced, and masks are available for visitors.
During this time, we are asking patrons to call us at 651-554-3240 for reference
questions or book suggestions so that we’ll be able to give such queries our full
attention over the phone. Or, for the virtual touch, our new Book Match form
online at ssplibrary.org will connect patrons with a librarian who will send reading
suggestions via e-mail.
All items checked out at this time have the usual three-week checkout period with two automatic renewals if materials are not
requested by another patron. Returned materials are quarantined for four days before being checked in, but no overdue fines will be
assessed.
In addition, City staff were invited to Dakota County’s General Government and Policy Committee meeting on August 4 to
determine if County Commissioners were interested in further discussion regarding a possible merger of SSP library into the county
system. The library’s current site has been ruled out for expansion or renovation, but the City has proposed the 7th and Marie site
by the high school as the new preferred location for a potential build. The Commissioners primarily focused on financial aspects of
the project but are willing to continue discussions as more details are examined.

AVM Construction

In June, the City Council approved a multi-suite office/warehouse building at 121 Hardman Court. 121 Hardman Court is one of
the last shovel-ready vacant lots in the BridgePoint Business Center Industrial Park. The site will host a 21,200 square foot office/
warehouse building for AVM Construction LLC. AVM Construction LLC is a general contractor based in Eagan. Their new
facility will include four, 5,200 square foot suites. AVM Construction will occupy one of the suites and lease out the other three.
Construction will begin in early fall and is anticipated to be completed by early 2021.
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Home Improvement Loans
With many residents staying at home during the COVID-19 pandemic,
many homeowners are itching to cross items off on their home
improvement “to-do” list. As part of the Master Housing Assessment and
Strategy, staff has put together a list of organizations that offer
home improvement loans. The loans range in the loan amount, project
eligibility, and the types of properties eligible for the loan. More
information about these loans and where to apply can be found at
https://www.southstpaul.org/501/Home-Improvement-Loan-Programs

Low-to-Moderate Income Limit
Dakota County CDA Home Improvement Loan Program
• $15,000 loan minimum; $25,000 loan maximum
• Eligible projects include furnace replacements, electrical and plumbing
repairs, insulation, and accessibility improvements.
• Eligible applicants must own their home, have sufficient equity in the
property, have a satisfactory credit history, and meet income limits.

High or No Income Limit
Minnesota Housing Fix Up Loan Program
• The loan award amount varies by lender.
• Eligible projects include a kitchen or bathroom remodel, bathroom
or basement additions, adding a porch or deck, insulation and attic
air sealing, repair or replacing windows or doors, mold and radon
mitigation, and accessibility improvements.
• Eligible properties include single-family homes, duplexes, triplexes,
and quadplexes where the applicant is the owner and occupies the
property.
Center for Energy and Environment Home Improvement Loan
• The loan award amount ranges from $1,000 to $20,000.
• The loan is intended for projects to improve basic livability and/or
energy efficiency of the borrower’s home. Most interior or exterior
improvements are eligible.
• Eligible properties must be owner-occupied properties that are the
owner’s primary place of residence.
Center for Energy and Environmental Energy Loan Program
• The maximum loan award amount is $15,000.
• Eligible projects include improvements to heating systems, central
A/C, water heaters, light fixtures, window replacement, attic air
sealing, and wall insulation.
• Eligible properties include 1-4 unit, owner-occupied properties that
are the owner’s primary place of residence.

Common Home Improvement
Projects that Require Permits
Permits are required to construct, alter, repair,
move, or demolish structures. This work is
regulated by state and/or local codes and
ordinances. Permits are necessary to ensure
that projects are completed to the standards
set forth in state or local codes and ordinances.
The following is a quick guide to the types of
permits required for common home improvement
projects:
Building Permit:
• Building/Remodel • Roofing
• Siding		
• Porch
• Heating or A/C
• Deck
• Windows (egress or other)
Miscellaneous Zoning Permit:
• Asphalt		
• Fences
• Shed Placement
• Dumpster on Street
• Concrete (driveway, patio, walkway, etc.)
HVAC Permit:
• Heating		
• Gas Piping		

• Air Conditioning
• Ventilation

Electrical Permit:
• Residential electrical projects
• Solar Energy Installations
• Re-siding (for any exterior electrical fixtures)
Building, Electrical, HVAC, and Miscellaneous
Zoning Permits are available on the City’s website
or at City Hall. Permit fees vary based on the
project.
For more information on building, electrical
or HVAC permits, please contact Permits and
Inspections at 651-554-3220.
For zoning permit questions, please contact the
Planning and Zoning Department at 651-5543217.
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Elections 2020

Guide for the 2020
Who can vote
in Minnesota?
You are eligible to vote in Minnesota if you
are:
• A U.S. citizen
• At least 18 years old on Election Day
• A resident of Minnesota for 20 days
• Finished with all parts of any felony
sentence
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1. Register online. You will need your
Minnesota driver’s license or Minnesota
identification card number, or the last four
numbers of your Social Security number.
2. Register on paper. Download and print
forms. Mail or drop off your application to
either Dakota County, the City of South St.
Paul, or the Secretary of State.
3. Register on Election Day. You can
register or update your registration when
you vote, whether that is at your polling
place on Election Day or at an early voting
location. You will need proof of residence
to register.
Visit MNVOTES.ORG and click on
Register toVote for more information, to
register to vote online, or to download
forms.

Election Day is November 3, 2020. Starting
on September 18, you can vote by mail or in
person.
To find where you vote, visit https://
pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/.
If you cannot vote in person, you can
vote by absentee. You do have to request
an absentee ballot. Absentee ballots are
available online, at Dakota County, or SSP
City Hall. For more information on how to
vote by mail, visit MNVOTES.ORG and
click on Other Ways toVote.

How do I register
to vote?
How do I register to vote?
Registering to vote is quick and easy! There
are 3 ways you can register:

I’m registered to vote,
what do I do now?
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What is Early
Voting?
In Minnesota, you can vote early with an
absentee ballot starting 46 days before
Election Day, or September 18, 2020.
You can request an absentee ballot online,
or you may call the City Clerk’s office at
651-554-3266 to have one mailed to you.
For more information, visit http://www.
southstpaul.org/225/Absentee-Voting
OR
MNVOTES.ORG and click on Other Ways
toVote.

General Election Day
Polls open from 7:
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0 General Election
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What’s on my ballot for the
General Election?
All voters will have these races on their
general election ballot:
• U.S. President
• U.S. Senator
• U.S. Representative
• State Senator
• State Representative
• Judicial seats
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Precinct 2:
First Presbyterian Church
535 20th Avenue North
Precinct 3:
Luther Memorial Church
315 15th Avenue North
Precinct 4:
Dakota County Museum
130 3rd Avenue North

To find out what’s on your ballot, visit
MNVOTES.ORG and click on What’s On
My Ballot?

Precinct 5:
Concordia Lutheran Church
225 W. Douglas Street

Where do I go to find
election results?
Election results for the General Election
including Local results will be posted on
the Minnesota Secretary of State website at
MNVOTES.ORG

y - November 3, 2020
:00 AM to 8:00 PM

South St. Paul has five voting precincts, as
follows:
Precinct 1:
St. John Vianney Church
789 17th Avenue North

Voters may also have one or more of these
races on their ballot:
• County Officials
• Mayor/City Council Members
• School Board Members
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Where do I vote Where is my polling place?

Can I vote at any of the precincts
listed? No, you must vote in the precinct in
which you live. To find your precinct, visit
https://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/.
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I have questions,
who do I contact?
If you have questions concerning the 2020
Elections, contact the City Clerk’s Office at
651-554-3266.
You can also visit the City’s Clerk Office at
City Hall (125 3rd Avenue North) between
the hours of 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM,
Monday - Friday.

City of
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City Park Amenities

City Park System
Top Five Scenic Parks in South St. Paul continued...
Kaposia Landing

This recreation space is home to a 6.3
acre off-leash dog area, athletic fields, and
almost three miles of interior paved trails.
Recent improvements have added trails,
additional parking spaces and will soon
provide a connection to the area’s newest
regional trail connecting Harriet Island in
Saint Paul. A great location to enjoy the
river view and regional flyway - you may
get lucky and spot one of the bald eagles
that frequent the park. Located at 800
Bryant Avenue.

Kaposia Park & Simon’s Ravine

The fall colors come alive on the postcard
like trail through the Ravine. A popular
spot for high school senior and family
photographs, this park is sure to create
pleasant memories as you enjoy the sounds
of nature and the creek running through
the ravine. Access Simon’s Ravine at the
trailhead, 1308 North Concord Street or
from Kaposia Park, our oldest and largest
park. Composed of 85 acres, Kaposia Park
provides ample opportunity to walk among
history under the canopy of oak trees 1028 Wilde Avenue.

Kaposia Landing Off-Leash Dog Park
800 Bryant Avenue

Kaposia Park Trail & Simon’s RavineWaterfall

Seidl’s Lake Park

Our most natural and undeveloped park.
Shared by the City of Inver Grove Heights,
Seidl’s Lake Park affords a wilderness
experience as you trek along the lake’s east
side trail. Cast a line in the water or simply
experience the quiet of this unique park
area. Located at 1415 4th Street South.
Get out and enjoy the fresh air, fall colors
and scenic views that await you outside
your back door. Visit southstpaul.org
for more information on these parks and
more, or call 651-366-6200.

Seidl’s Lake Park

1415 4th Street South
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South St. Paul Clean-Up Day

Saturday, September 19, 2020
Public Works Maintenance Facility (400 E. Richmond St.)
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Rain or Shine!
Clean-Up Day Guidelines:
•
•
•
•
•

Masks will be required
For South St. Paul Residents Only - valid driver’s license or I.D. with South St. Paul address required
Fees are subject to change based upon material size or quantity
Payment by Cash or Check only
Below list is not all inclusive, however, some materials brought to the facility may be rejected if the hauler is not able to
accept it

Materials Accepted and Associated Fee (subject to change):
Mattress ......................................... $15		
Appliances include: 			
$20 each
Box Spring .................................... $15		
Air conditioner, humidifier, dishwasher,
Chair/Recliner .............................. $5		
dryer, freezer, microwave oven, stove,
Couch/Sofa .................................. $10		
refrigerator, vacuum cleaner, washer,
Sectional Sofa .............................. $15		
water heater/softener
Sofa Sleeper .................................. $15
							Miscellaneous Junk ..................................... Volume Based Fee
VCR ................................................ $10		
Tires ................................................................ $5
TV (varying sizes) ........................ $15-$30		
Tractor Tires ................................................. $20
Computer Monitor/Laptop........ $10		
Scrap Metal (non-metal must be removed)........ No Charge
Printer ........................................... $15		
Bicycles .......................................................... No Charge
Scanner ......................................... $20		
Propane Tank (main valve must be removed)... $5

Materials NOT Accepted include:
• Brush		
• Oil		

• Compost		
• Paint			

• Hazardous Waste		
• Fluorescent Bulbs		

• Railroad Ties
• Car Batteries

Clean-Up Day is limited to cars, pick-up trucks and small trailers. No contractor or commercial debris is accepted.
For more information about the City’s Clean-Up Day, call 651-554-3204.
Dakota County residents can bring hazardous materials, including electronics to

The Recycling Zone

3365 Dodd Road, Eagan, MN
651-905-4520
For a complete list of accepted items, visit co.dakota.mn.us and search The Recycling Zone:
Wednesday: 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM
Thursday: noon to 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Saturday: 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
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WE WANT TO

HEAR FROM YOU!

Let us know what you think! For comments,
suggestions, city news call (651) 554-3284
City Hall: 651-554-3200
Public Works: 651-554-3225
Police: 911 or 651-554-3300
Fire: 911 or 651-552-4176
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
James P. Francis, Mayor 651-249-3774
Sharon Dewey 763-645-9168
William Flatley 612-254-8821
Joe Forester 651-238-5562
Lori Hansen 651-450-6729
Joe Kaliszewski 651-451-3218
Tom Seaberg 651-999-9784

ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER
SOUTH ST. PAUL, MN 55075

CITY ADMINISTRATOR
Joel Hanson 651-554-3272

Good Info to Know
Keep Leaves Out of Storm Drains

You may not realize it, but even if you can’t see water from your front door,
you live on “waterfront property.” Every storm drain eventually leads to a
nearby lake or river, making the water’s edge as close as the nearest storm drain
or ditch. So this fall, help protect and cleanup our surface waters by simply
keeping the storm drains near your house clean and free of leaves and other
yard waste!
Leaves and other yard waste are often an unseen source of pollution. After all,
they are part of nature, right? But leaves and yard waste become a source of
pollution when they are washed into surface waters after it rains. Once they get
into surface waters, the leaves release nutrients that contribute to accelerated
growth of algae. This can result in low oxygen levels, fish kills, and unsafe
swimming and recreation conditions. This fall, follow these simple guidelines
to keep leaves out of our streets, storm drains, and ditches to help keep our
surface waters clean!
When raking up leaves, branches, and debris from your yard, dispose of them
properly. Here are some good options:
• Compost yard waste in your backyard. Adding leaves to a compost pile is
an inexpensive way to add nutrient rich fertilizer to your gardens.
• Bring leaves to the SSP Compost Site.
• Till leaves directly into a garden for added organic material.

What is organics recycling?

Composting happens naturally all around us. As
leaves and fruit fall to the ground, they slowly
decay, providing minerals and nutrients needed for
plants, animals and bugs. Composting at home or
at a commercial facility acts the same way.
Organics recycling creates a usable product and
keeps valuable material out of the landfill where it
creates methane, a greenhouse gas 20 times more
potent than carbon dioxide.
Dakota County hosts five organics recycling
drop-off sites: Eagan, Hastings, West St. Paul,
Rosemount, and Lakeville. Residents can use
any of these sites for free by signing up online at
dakotacounty.us, search for organics. You can also
sign-up by emailing organics@co.dakota.mn.us, or
by calling 952-891-7557. Participants will receive
a how-to-guide for organics recycling and free
compostable bags.
Partially funded by MN Pollution Control Agency & Dakota County

