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Development News

“The Yards” Receives City Council Approval

The proposed luxury apartment development
“The Yards” received preliminary approval
from the City’s Planning Commission at their
December 2, 2020 meeting and final approval
from the City Council at their December 21, 2020
meeting.
The applicant, the Beard Group, Inc., is a
Hopkins-based real-estate development firm with
extensive experience in developing multi-family
residential projects. The Beard Group, Inc. have
proposed the luxury apartment complex at the
corner of Concord Exchange and Grand Avenue.
The project would include amenities such as a
rooftop patio, swimming pool, and dog park.
The apartment complex will offer mainly studio
and one-bedroom units and will be marketed
towards young professionals and empty nesters.
The apartment buildings will be constructed in
two phases. The first phase will have 154-units.
The second phase will have 109-units. Phase one
construction is expected to start in the Spring of
2021.

South St. Paul Designated “SolSmart Bronze” for Advancing Solar Energy Growth
The City is receiving Bronze designation from the national SolSmart program for
making it faster and easier for homes and businesses to go solar. SolSmart is led by The
Solar Foundation and International City/County Management Association (ICMA) and
funded by the U.S. Dept. of Energy Solar Energy Technologies Office. More than 380
cities, counties, and small towns have achieved SolSmart designation since the program
launched in 2016.
To receive designation, cities and counties make changes to local processes to reduce
the time and money it takes to install a solar energy system. This includes evaluating
local permitting processes, as well as planning and zoning procedures. During the
summer of 2020, the City rewrote its solar ordinance to make the solar installation
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Council Spotlight

Introducing the 2021 City Council

The City of South St. Paul would like to introduce the 2021 City Council Members and express our thanks for former
Council Members Bill Flatley and Joe Forester for their years of service to the community of South St. Paul.
In 2021, the council will have two new faces - Council Member Pam Bakken and Todd Podgorski. Council Member
Bakken is new to the City Council, while Council Member Podgorski has served on the council in the past (2011-2018).
We would like to welcome them both to the City Council and look forward to working with them in the future.

Former Council Members Joe Forester &William Flatley
Pictured L-R, Council Members Pam Bakken, Joe Kaliszewski, Lori Hansen, Mayor James P. Francis,
Council Members Tom Seaberg, Sharon Dewey, and Todd Podgorski

City of South St. Paul
Department Contact Numbers
City Hall
Administration
City Clerk
Building Permits/Inspections
Code Enforcement
Community Affairs
Doug Woog Ice Arena
Economic Development
Elections
Engineering
Fleming Field Airport
Library
Licensing
Parks & Recreation
Planning & Zoning
Police (non-emergency)
Public Works
South Metro Fire (non-emergency)

651-554-3200
651-554-3203
651-554-3204
651-554-3220
651-554-3260
651-554-3230
651-554-3330
651-554-3270
651-554-3266
651-554-3210
651-554-3350
651-554-3240
651-554-3229
651-366-6200
651-554-3217
651-554-3300
651-554-3225
651-554-3250

Who are South St. Paul’s
Representatives?
In addition to the South St. Paul City Council,
residents of South St. Paul are represented by the
following county and state representatives:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dakota County Commissioner - Kathleen Gaylord
MN Senate District 54 - Sen. Karla Bigham
MN Senate District 52 - Sen. Matt Klein
MN House District 54A - Rep. Keith Franke
MN House District 52A - Rep. Rick Hansen
US House District 2 - Congresswoman Angie
Craig
• US Senate - Sen. Amy Klobuchar
• US Senate - Sen. Tina Smith
South St. Paul School Board Members:
Bill Arend
Linda Diaz
Wendy Felton
Nikki Laliberte
John Raasch
Chris Walker
Monica Weber
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Armour Avenue Repairs

City staff and Kwik Trip received multiple complaints regarding a
puddle that developed on Armour Avenue next to the Kwik Trip
driveway entrance. With the truck traffic going in and out of the
driveway area and the high groundwater in the area, a low spot in
the pavement developed causing a puddle in warmer months and
an ice hazard in the winter. This created issues for both City staff
during snow and ice season and Kwik Trip customers trying to
maintain a spotless car after a carwash.
The solution to the problem appeared to be a costly fix – dig up the
road, install drain tile and repave the road at an estimated cost of
more than $150,000. This solution also created an access issue for
Kwik Trip in that their main driveway would be compromised for a
period of time.

Before and After

Staff contacted URETEK USA, Inc. who proposed a unique
solution. Their proposal provided a safe, non-intrusive, and longlasting polymer repair. URETEK injected their water chasing
polyurethane material around the storm drain structures and utilized
their deep injection technology to stabilize the concrete driveway
slabs while minimizing cracking that can be caused by lifting the
pavement. The pavement was lifted enough to provide positive
drainage to the adjacent storm water catch basin. The work was
completed at night to minimize disruption to Kwik Trip customers.
The total cost of the repairs was just under $40,000.

Unanimous Approval of Library Programming Study by Dakota County
Commissioners
On November 10, 2020, the Dakota County Board of
Commissioners held a Special General Government and
Policy Meeting, and funding for a modified programming
study regarding the South St. Paul Public Library was on
the agenda. The submitted proposal is in preparation for a
possible merger of the SSP library into the County library
system.

The proposal sought $50,000 to study the site of 7th and
Marie Avenues by the high school, with the City conducting
a traffic study of the area as well as giving the land to
the County if the site is deemed appropriate for further
consideration. The study also sought the authorization of a
joint powers agreement with the City to secure funds in the
amount of $15,000 for assessment of the library’s current

site. Regardless of location, the study will consider the
size and features of a new or renovated facility and related
construction costs, with $6,000,000 as a construction
guidepost.
Having secured unanimous approval from the
Commissioners, a design team will be drawn up of Dakota
County and City staff, a traffic study will be conducted,
and the programming study is expected to be completed
by April/May of 2021 for the County Board’s deliberation.
Pursuant further County Board and City endorsement,
the remaining schedule for the project consists of design
and bidding by June of 2022 and the completion of a
renovation/new building by mid-2023.
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Good Info to Know
2021 Budget Adopted

Performance Aid Survey Results
108 responses were received for our 2020
Performance Aid Survey that consisted of 12
performance areas. Given the space limitations
of the newsletter, the complete results are
available on the City’s website.
Here are some quick highlights:
• 77% of respondents rated the overall
quality of City services as either excellent
(17%) or good (60%).
• 86% said the overall quality of Fire
Protection was either excellent (50%) or
good (36%).
• 82% also reported as feeling “very safe”
(29%) or “somewhat safe” (53%) in the
City.
• Snow plowing also received high marks
with 84% rating the quality as either
excellent (45%) or good (41%)
• 81% also said the quality of city
recreational programs and facilities was
either excellent (25%) or good (46%)
• 70% rated the condition of our streets as
excellent (10%) or good (60%).
Thanks to those who took the time to
complete this survey!

“SolSmart Bronze” Designation
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process easier and more straightforward. In
addition, the City created a list of solar resources
for residents and businesses that are interested
in investing in solar energy systems. These
resources include a solar permitting checklist, a
list of organizations that offer solar financing
options, and solar suitability mapping to help
residents find the optimal location for solar on
their property. These and other resources can
be found at https://www.southstpaul.org/800/
Solar-Resources.

In September,
the City Council
certified a
preliminary levy
increase of 4.44%.
At their meeting
of December 7th,
the City Council
reduced that
increase to 4.37%
while also including
an additional $100,000 for our Infrastructure Fund. The total levy
certified was $13,544,307 or an increase of $567,335 from 2020’s levy
of $12,976,972. The breakout of the levy increase is as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

General Fund (Operations) 4.14%
Library				
0.04%
Doug Woog Arena		
0.00%
Decreased Debt Service
- 0.58%
Infrastructure Fund		
0.77%

		

Levy Increase		

4.37%

As noted above, the levy included an additional $100,000 to be
dedicated to our recently created Infrastructure Fund to help pay for
the upkeep and replacement of the City’s aging roads and utilities.
This brings the levy for this fund to $222,130 and keeps us moving in
the right direction of providing on-going funding for infrastructure
needs. For the long-term, this source of funding will provide tax
stability into the future by helping to avoid dramatic levy swings
associated with debt issuance to finance needed improvements.
Some properties will see increases in the City’s share of their
property tax bill of more than 4.37%. This is likely due to an
increase in the estimated market value of some properties. South
St. Paul saw the mean taxable value of residential property increase
by 1.97% for pay 2021 taxes which was the lowest among Dakota
County cities! For the mean valued home, the City’s share of the
property tax is increasing by $73 with $48 of that amount due to
the increased City levy and the remaining $25 due to an increase in
market value.
The complete budget document is available on the City’s website. For
more information regarding SSP’s 2021 Budget or tax levy, please
visit soutstpaul.org and click on Finance Department/Reports or
contact Finance Director Clara Hilger at (651) 554-3207 or chilger@
sspmn.org.
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Snow Plowing/Removal Information
The City of South St. Paul is responsible for the plowing of all publicly owned and maintained streets and alleys. The
City typically plows for snowfalls of 2 inches of more. If there is less than 2 inches of snow or icy conditions, then
the City will plow and salt hills and clear the main streets.
If the snowfall begins at night, plow crews begin their routes between 2:00 and 4:00 a.m. The City is separated into
five plowing zones and there are usually two trucks per zone. The City plows the following areas on a priority basis as
follows:
1. Main streets and hills
2. Local streets, City Hall and Doug Woog Arena parking lots
3. Alleys and trails
4. Sidewalks, steps, outdoor rinks, pumphouses, and city park parking lots (where needed)
The City does not call a snow emergency, but does have an ordinance in place. Sec. 58-101 of the City Code states
“Except when otherwise posted, marked, or metered, a vehicle may not be parked on the streets or alleys in such a
manner as to obstruct or interfere with snowplowing or snow removal.” Please help by moving your vehicle off the
street until the snow has been cleared from your street.
If you vehicle remains parked in the street during a snow event you take the chance of getting ticketed and/or having
your vehicle towed. The City does have a “Snowbird Notification” that you can sign up to receive notifications to
your email account or a text message to your cellular phone. Visit the City’s website at southstpaul.org and search for
Snowbird Notification for more details.
Property owners are responsible for clearing snow from the sidewalks. Sidewalks need to be cleared of snow within 12
hours after a snowfall. Remember - shoveling or blowing snow out into the street or alleyway is not allowed!
Also remember to be mindful of where you place your garbage cans for trash removal. If it is after a recent snowfall,
do not place them in the street or alley as they will likely get hit by the snowplow trying to clear the snow from your
street or alleyway.
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WE WANT TO

HEAR FROM YOU!

Let us know what you think! For comments,
suggestions, city news call (651) 554-3284
City Hall: 651-554-3200
Public Works: 651-554-3225
Police: 911 or 651-554-3300
Fire: 911 or 651-552-4176
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
James P. Francis, Mayor 651-321-8348
Pam Bakken 651-274-2409
Sharon Dewey 763-645-9168
Lori Hansen 651-450-6729
Joe Kaliszewski 651-451-3218
Todd Podgorski 651-330-0584
Tom Seaberg 651-999-9784

ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER
SOUTH ST. PAUL, MN 55075

CITY ADMINISTRATOR
Joel Hanson 651-554-3272

Recycling Tips
Do Good with Food Scraps

Food waste makes up nearly
20 percent of our household
trash, yet it doesn’t do any good
sitting in a landfill. Instead, food
scraps could turn into beneficial
compost – a soil-like material
used to help plants grow. Sign up
for the free organics collection
program to access five dropoff sites throughout Dakota
County with more being added
this year.
Organics collection goes beyond backyard composting by
accepting meat, bones, dairy products and pizza boxes. Food
waste goes to a commercial compost facility in Rosemount
where it is processed at higher temperatures that kill bacteria
and break down larger pieces.
Sign up online at www.dakotacounty.us and search
“organics”. You can also call 952-891-7557 or email organics@
co.dakota.mn.us. All participants receive helpful tips and free
compostable bags to use at home.

Free your bottles, cans and paper

Leave the plastic bag behind. Your bottles, cans and
paper should go in your recycling cart loose – do not
use a plastic bag for your recyclables. If you need a
bag, use a paper bag. Plastic bags ruin the recycling
process and don’t get recycled because they:
• Prevent workers from seeing if bad items are
mixed in with good items.
• Wrap around machines at the sorting facility.
• Workers must crawl into sorting machine to cut
out tangled bags.
Plastic bags, bread
bags, plastic wrap
around paper towels
and bubble wrap can
be dropped off at
grocery stores for
proper recycling. Find
drop-off locations in
the online Recycling
Guide at www.dakotacounty.us.
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